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JEBPEJN Y BAHATY
(Benukom beukepeky, lMNMeTposrpany, 3peraHuHy)

JeBpeja je y Hekum mecTuma baHaTta 6110 jow y Typckom nepuogy (1552—
1718), majga je HacerbaBake HOBMX rpyna wav nojeavHaua 6mno 3HaTHO OTexaHo.
HajcTtapuvja 3ajegHuua je 6una y MaH4yeBy, rae cy ce JeBpeju Hanaswnu jow og 1494,
roguHe, a Hajgeha y Benukom beukepeky, rae cy 1747. EBugeHTUpaHu
HOBOHaces/beHn JeBpeju ca CTa/IHOM 60paBULLHOM A03BO/IOM Joakum FonawTajH u
Mojcuje Abpaxam. HakoH HUX AocesbaBajy ce u apyre jeBpejcke nopoanue — Hux
Tpugecetakje 1790. odhopMna0 BEPCKY ONLUTUHY.

Tokom XIX Beka H1x0oBa 3ajeHnLa je noctajana cee 6pojHuja n 6oratmja. OHa
je 1847. pobuna cBojy npBy 60romMmosby; Ha umjem je mecty 1896. noanrHyta HoBa W
Beha, paheHa no HaupTuma OyaumneluTaHckor apxmutekre Jlunota BbaymxopHa.
PenurnosHa 3ajegHuua, pabuHat v LWIKoAa ocHoBaHW cy 1852. roauHe. Map rognHa
KacHmnje (1858), ocHoBaHa je JeBpejcka >eHcka -[06pOoTBOpHa 3agpyra, Koja je y
HapegHOM nepuoay AenoBasia U BaH jeBpejcke onwTuHe. Jobpa opraHnsaupja yHyTap
3ajefHuUE, pe3ynTupana je heHUM KOHTUHYMPaHUM pa3BojemM, ain U pasBojeM caMmx
HEHUX Y/laHOBa Ha pasnMunTum nosbmma. OHW cy rpagy Aanuv Besvku OOMNPUHOC Y
34paBCTBY, TProBUWHW, WHAOYCTPUjW, KYNTypu ¥ Ap. o6nactuma martepujasiHor u
[yXOBHOrgesoBama.

Mpema nopauuvma nonuca u3 1900. roguHe, y Benukom Bbeukepeky

3abenexeHo je 1335 JeBpeja. Maxom cy 6unmM CKOHUEHTPUCAHW Yy LUEHTPY rpaga, y
Jeny rae cy ce Hanaswse cuHarora u 3rpaga Xespa kaguie (CeeTor gpyLuTsa).
OBaj Kpaj je Ayro HocMo Has3ne YMBYTCKU COKak. Y MeflypaTHOM nepuogy urpaim cy —
Kao W paHuje — 3anaxeHy y/ory y jaBHOM W OpYLUTBEHOM XWBOTY rpaga. lMpes
n3bunjarse Apyror ceetckor pata, 31,6 % jeBpejcke nonynauuje baHaTa XuBesno je y
Benvkom Beukepeky (og 1934/5. roguHe MNeTposrpasy).

HakoH BOjHMuKOr cnoma KpasbesuHe Jyrocnasuje y nponehe 1941. roguHe,
nouyMky N/badvka W NPOroH Jespeja of HOBOYCMOCTaB/bEHOI OKYMaTOPCKOl pexuma.
pagcka cuHarora je cpylieHa Beh anpuna meceua, Ha camMoM MOYeTKy OKynauuvje, a
18. aBrycrta 3anodyena je genoprtauuja neTtposrpagcknx Jespeja. Pekom berej cy
wsienoBnMa npesoxeHn y beorpag, rae cy Tokom 1941, n 1942. cuctemarcku youjaHu
Ha CajMuwTy 1 y noropy Tonoscke Lyne. YKynHo je yébujeHo 1280 neTpoBrpagckmx
JeBpeja. HekonuumHa npexmBesninx ce HakoH parta ucenunay Vspaen, a oHu Koju cy
OoCTa/IM y rpafy, CBOje akTUBHOCTUW Y OKBUPY BEPCKe 3ajeiHNLE CY CBE/IM HA MUHUMYM.

JeBpejcka onwTuHa je noHoBo oxueesia 1994. rogvHe. BpeMeHOM cy Y wO0j,
dopmumpaHe Komucuja 3a coumjanHa nutama, XXeHcka cekumja u eunjy kny6. daHac? |

JeBpejckaonTnHa3perhbaHNHOPOjUCTOTMHAaKYIaHOBaA. .. 1 y
Mako ce JeBpejun y Benmkom Beukepeky nomumsyjoLl oa»ppeavHe XVINj kand

Tpebasio je ga npohe CTOTUHaK rogmMHa Aok 1847. rognHe KOHa4yHo Hucy Ao ounmsa1ln
npBy 60romMosby. nrn



Te roguHe je ocBewTaHa cuHarora koja he y HapegHe 4YeTupu W no pJeueHuvje
3a0BO/baBaTN HUXOBE Bepcke notpebe. MehyTuMm, Kako je BpeMeHOM OpOoHy/a, Ha
npary nocnegwe geueHnje XIX Beka foHeTa je o4/lyka 0 HeHOM pyllewy, LTOo je
yunHbeHO y neproay 1893/94. roanHe.

VicToBpemeHOo ce jaBuna nHUUMjaTMBA 3a U3rpafty HOBOI Xpama, Kojy cy
npeasoannun pabvH Mop (Maspo) KnajH npepacenHvk JeBpejcke onwtuHe ap Muxarb
LBapy,. 3a npojekTaHTa je aHraxoBaH apxuTekTa JIunoT baymxopH, a 3a m3sohaya
pagoBa Metoa Kyuepa. paghy HOBe cuHarore, 3ano4vety 1894. roguHe, CBOjUM
HOBYaHMM MNpWIo3uMa MOMOINN Ccy XxuTesbu Benukor Beukepeka 6e3 o63upa Ha
HaLMOHa/IHY W BEPCKY NpunagHocCT.

Kao y3o0p 3a 6eukepeuky, BaymxopHy je nocnyxwuia ppaHkdypTcka cuHarora,
nogurHyta 1857. y Bu3aHTujckom cTuny. dacaga rpaheBuHe 6una je M3y3eTHO
[eKopaTuBHa, ca eJ/leMeHTMMa MaBapCKOr CTWia, a no npenopyuy apxutekre, Yy
n3rpagrn je KopuwheH pasHoBpCTaH U pa3Hob6ojaH mMaTepujas. Tako je Hp.
ynotpebs/beH kameH- newdap M3 okosinHe OCTPOroHa, a ocTaTak martepuvjana je
ponpemsbeH 13 HahBapaga. Kynona je 6uia Ha/iMk OHMMa Ha MpasBOCNaBHUM
LpKBaMa. YHyTpawHOCT je 6usia OCBeT/beHa eNIeKTPUYHOM CTPYjoM, LUTO je Yy To
Bpeme 6mna HOBOCT Yy rpaay.

Xpam je cBevyaHo ocBelwlTaH 17. aBrycta 1896, y npegBeyepje 66. poheHgaHa
uapa ®parbe Jocupa. Ha cBeyaHoMm oTBapary NOTNUcaHa je OCHYBayka nosesba, Koja
je y Buay BpeMeHcKe kancysne ymeTHyTa y 3ujose 60romMmosbe.

CuHarora y Benukom Beukepeky Tpajana je OTNpUIMKE KOMUKO U HeHa
npetxogHuua — 45 roguHa. Mo ynacky Hemaudkmx okynaunoHmx Tpyna y rpag (1941),
npucTynNuao ce ybujawy W AenopTaumju jeBpejCcKOr XuBfba, a MOTOM W pylUewy
cuHarore. baymMxopHOBO pemMek-Aeno cakpasiHe apxXuTekType 6Uo je MUHUPaHO, LITO
je HaBogHO 6UI0 NOACTakHYTO BepoBakuMa Hemaua fa ce y TemesbMma cuHarore
Hasfiasm ykonaHo 6naro. OHO LWTO je npeocTasio 04 0Be 6OroMosbe jecy oprysbe Koje ce

Hanase y PedhopmaTopckoj LpKBY Y 3peraHuHy, jeHa Bparta ca BUTPaXKOM, Kao
[eo BUTpaxa ca po3eTe, faHac y npoctoprjama Jespejcke onwTuHe 3peraHuiH.
HapogHom My3ejy 3pewaHvH 4yBajy Ce MepMepHe M/ioye W AefioBM KameHe
KpOBHOrBeHLa.

NuTtepaTypa n n3sopu:
LLlo36eprep “JeBpeju y BojsoanHu" Apxmsa JeBpejcke OnThHe 3perbaHnH
pxuBa jeBpejckor uctopujckor; Myseja beorpag,
cy npeyseta u3 Tekcta burbaHe Jumknh-Kpumap
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‘a / "Stolpersteine” by German artist Gunter Demning
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JEWS IN BANAT
(Veliki Beckerek, Petrovgrad, Zrenjanin)

There were Jews in some places in Banat as early as the Turkish period (1552-1718),
although the settlement of new groups or individuals was considerably difficult. The
oldest community was in Pancevo, where Jews had lived since 1494, and the largest
one in Veliki Beckerek, where in 1747 there were records of the newly settled Jews with
a permanent residence permit Joakim Goldstajn and Mojsije Abraham. After them,
other Jewish families settled as well - about thirty of them formed a religious community
in 1790.

During the 19th century, their community was becoming more numerous and
richer. In 1847, it got its first place of worship, on the site of which a new and larger one
was erected in 1896, designed by the Budapest architect Lipot Baumhorn. The
religious community, rabbinate and school were founded in 1852. A few years later (in
1858), Jewish Women's Charitable Cooperative was founded, which in the following
period also operated outside the Jewish community. Good organization within the
community resulted in its continuous development, but also in the development of its
members in various fields. They made a great contribution to the city in health, trade,
industry, culture and other areas of material and spiritual activity.

According to the 1900 census, 1,335 Jews were recorded in Veliki Beckerek.
They were mostly concentrated in the center of the city, in the part where the
synagogue and the building of Chevra Kadisha (Sacred Society) were located. This
area was long called Civutski sokak (Civut's street, Civut = colloquial term for a Jew). In
the interwar period, they played - as before - a notable role in the public and social life of
the city. Before the outbreak of World War I, 31.6% of the Jewish population of Banat
lived in Veliki Beckerek (from 1934/5 Petrovgrad).

After the military collapse of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in the spring of 1941,
the plunder and persecution of Jews by the newly established occupation regime
began. The city synagogue was destroyed in April, at the very beginning of the
occupation, and on August 18, the deportation of Petrovgrad Jews started. They were
transported on barges across the river Begej to Belgrade, where during 1941 and 1942
they were systematically killed at the Fair and in the concentration camp Topovske
suoe. A total of 1,280 Petrovgrad Jews were killed. Several survivors emigrated to



Although Jews have been mentioned in Veliki Beckerek since the middle of the 18th
century, it took about a hundred years until they finally got their first place of worship in
1847. That year, the synagogue was consecrated and it would meet their religious
needs for the next four and a half decades. However, as it declined over time, on the
threshold of the last decade of the 19th century, a decision was made to destroy it,
which was done in the period 1893/94.
At the same time, an initiative for the construction of a new temple appeared,
led by Rabbi Mor (Mavro) Klajn and the President of the Jewish Community, Dr Mihalj
Svarc. Architect Lipot Baumhorn was hired as the designer, and Metod Kucer as the
contractor. The construction ofthe new synagogue, which began in 1894, was aided by
the residents of Veliki Beckerek with their financial contributions, regardless of their
nationality or religion.
The Frankfurt synagogue, built in 1857 in the Byzantine style, served
Baumhorn as a model for the one in Beckerek. The facade of the building was
extremely decorative, with elements of the Moorish style, and as recommended by the
architect, various and colorful materials were used in the construction. For example,
sandstone from the Esztergom area was used, and the rest of the material was brought
from Nagyvarad. The dome was similar to those in Orthodox churches. The interior
was lit by electricity, which was a novelty in the city at the time.
The temple was solemnly consecrated on August 17, 1896, on the eve of the
66th birthday of Emperor Francis Joseph. At the opening ceremony, the founding
charter was signed, which was buried in the walls of the church in the form of a time
capsule.
{ The synagogue in Veliki Beckerek lasted approximately as long as its
2 predecessor - 45 years. After the German occupation troops entered the city (in 1941),
to4he killing and deportation ofthe Jewish population began, and after that the demolition
(fjf the synagogue. Bauhmorn's masterpiece of sacral architecture was mined, which
K.vyas allegedly prompted by the beliefs of the Germans that a treasure had been buried

in the foundations of the synagogue. What is left of this place of worship is the organ
jtliaflisfeiav in the Reformed Church inZrenjanin, adoorwith stained glass and part of
' jffeei<slairfe:di glass from the rosette, today in the premises of the Jewish community
)*LI'remjarfi rj*fyo marble slabs and parts ofthe stone plastic ofthe roof cornice are keptin
*eWaltmajWseum Zrenjanin.

Paul Sozberaer Archives of the Jewish community Zrenjanin
Archives of tne Jewish Historical Museum Belgrade
All the names are written according to Biljana Dimkid Kramar's text.
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